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TheSheath

A Journey to Yumartan el QUi Eeia i

the Bay Area

with Steve Beckendorf Pierre PUjol

. ; Pierre grows a large number of
Date: Apnl 25 plants in a variety of genera both
Time: Doors open at 7:00PM indoors and outdoors at his home in

Redwood City

Place: San Mateo Garden Center
605 Parkside Way, San Mateo, CA

Take the Alameda de las Pulgas exit off Hwy 92, turn South.
The Garden Center is located between 26t and 28 th
Avenues.

Mailing address: PO.O Box 6894, San Mateo, CA 94403 -6894

Speaker

Steve started growing orchids in the early 1980s and quickly became fascinated by

Odontoglossums  and their close relatives because of their beauty and variety. They had a
glamorous past as the most sought after plants in the orchid frenzy that gripped Europe in
the 19th century. In addition, excellent hybrids were available from growers and hybridi zers

on the West Coast.

He soon realized that few of the species in this group were readily available and began
collecting them for propagation and use in hybridizing. His attempt to find unusual or lost
species has led to many trips to the cloud forests of Mexico & South America.

As a geneticist and developmental biologist at the University of California, Berkeley, Steve

has worked on the mechanisms that define tissues and organs in early animal

embryos. Because of this background, he has been interested in several of the scientific
aspects of orchids, including molecular taxonomy and deceptive pollination strategies.

Steve is passionately involved in orchid conservation and is a director of the Orchid
Conservation Alliance (OCA) and a member of the Conse rvation Committee of American
Orchid Society.

Steve sent us this about this talk: In early 2013 the Orchid Conservation Alliance (OCA)

received an application for money to purchase and protect an orchid reserve at the southern

end of Colombia, near the Sib  undoy Valley and the Putumayo River. It sounded very

interesting - a forty hectare plot with lots of primary forest and lots of orchids Obut we di dno
want to make a commitment to fund it without seeing the property. We had a promising

report about the applicant, Camilo Barrera, from one of our directors, Rosario Braga from

Brazil, so Peter Tobias and | decided to go to Sibundoy to meet Camilo and walk to the

reserve. This talk is about that trip 0 the people we met, the cultural heritage of the area,

and above all the orchids and the wonderful reserve we found.
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Members are invited to join us for a light, no -host dinner with the speaker at the California
Pizza Kitchen (Hillsdale Mall). We will depart from the Garden Center at 5:30pm sharp for
dinner at 5:45pm.

The opportunity table will be provided by Steve Beckendorf .

Bus Trip

Sign up now to join the 2014 Greenhouse Bus Tour. We will combine with the Santa Clara
Valley Orchid Society on Saturday, June 7th to get out there and buy some orchids. The
cost is $39 per person and that includes lunch. (Thanks Judy!!!)  The bus will depart from

the light rail parking lot at the corner of Curtner and Canoas Garden in San Jose at 8:35 AM

SHARP . We will visit Mats ui Orchid Nursery, Bay Breeze Orchid Nursery, Valley Orchids and
South Pacific Orchids.  We expect to be back around 4:30 PM. We are using the same bus
company and bus size as we did for last year's trip. Yes, there is air conditioning and a
restroom. Anyone is welcome to join the trip - society members, your neighbors, fr  iends, co -
workers, relatives.

To sign up e -mail Chaunie Langland at  chaunie.langland@earthlink.netr send her your check,
(made out to Santa Clara Valley Orchid Society) at 878 Cashew Way, Fremont 94536, or call

her at (510) 494 -8850 or sign up at the April or May meetings. (If you are signing up at the
May meeting, please let Chaunie know ahead of time as we need a certain number of people
to break even on this trip.)

A big thanks to Kristina Bell, president of SCVOS for organizing the trip and to Judy Evans
for offerin g to handle the food for lunch.

Come along and spend a whole day talking about orchids!

Meeting Photos

Those of you who were at the meeting will remember the huge number of outstanding plants
on the display table. | was unable to photograph all of the beautiful flowers , so here are
sample . (Photos by Dan Williamson )

Cattleychea Siam Jade

Cattleya ameth ystoglossa
Amy & Ken Jacobsen

The Boomers
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Pleurothallis asaroide s . L
Diovallia Tinker Belles

The Boomers .
Mary Gerritsen

Dendrobium rigidum Ansellia africana (0 Bi g Br ot her 6 x)

The Boomers Steve Kirby

Vandachost yl i s Pinky oDar Coelogyne mooreana 0 Br ockhur st 6 F
The Boomers Eric Levenson
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Cymbidiumdayanum o Loyol ad
Jackfowlieara Appleb lossom

Rex Castell

Gloria Bygdnes

Phragmipedium besseae var. f | a v u midef 0 G
Heritaged x o0Citro

Janusz Warszawski Laeliocattleya Sant a Barbara Suns
HCC/AOS

Janusz Warszawski
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Masdevallia Zieglerés Lov
Anna Chai

Masdevallia Fandango
The Boomers

Coelogyne cristata var. hololeuca
Todd Kennedy

Epidendrum mar moratum
Mike Drilling
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Cattleya jongheana var. alba
Fred Shull

sl
Masdevallia Copper Angel?

Mike Drilling
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Cypripedium tibeticum Cymbidium Hot Devon 0Bi
Pierre Pujol Pierre Pujol

Paphi opedil um Doubl e Dec Dendrobium farmeri
Doubt é AM/ AOS
: . Tom Mudge
Pierre Pujol

Lycaste (Shoalhaven x Always Kool )
Sharon Langan

Cymbidium Procol Har um
Jeff Trimble
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